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ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Lessons from people in different countries

There are people throughout the 
world who are already adapting 
to changing conditions. They are 
responding to many changes, 
including climate change. Some 
have been taking relevant actions 
for decades. A common motivation 
is to develop a more harmonious 
relationship with the natural 
environment.

Local adaptation means living 
within the limits of the local 
environment and developing 
stability and resilience through 
well-planned, and functional, 
diversity.

Source

“Voices from the earth: grassroots 
perspectives on climate change” 
an on-going film project http://
www.earthlimited.org/category/
film-project/      

Miss Dao-Jai Siri, Huay Hin Lard 
Nai Village, Chiang Rai, Thailand
“The ancestors teach us that if 
you eat from the forest, if you get 
food from the forest then you must 
protect and preserve the forest.  
If you drink water from the stream 
then you must preserve the stream.”

Pra Parinya, Wat Pacumcon, 
Saraburi, Thailand
Do we need crisis to change?
“I think sometimes crisis may 
change people’s attitude. But if 
people are well educated in the 
right way they can change without 
waiting for the crisis.”

Ajarn Yak, Maab Uaeng,  
Chonburi, Thailand
“By promoting organic farming and 
reviving the land we try to build a 
natural supermarket. In the forest 
we have everything we need, we 
have shelter, we have food, we have 
medicine, we have a cooler climate, 
and we have fertile soil.”

Luu Chi Kien, Thai Nguyen, Viet Nam
“People and the natural 
environment are interdependent. 
If we do anything to damage the 
environment it will affect us. People 
in this area and in other countries in 
the world need to have exchanges, 
to share knowledge, share 
experiences, share awareness, on 
how to work in a sustainable way 
with the natural environment.”

Michun Gurung, Thorong Phedi, 
Manang, Nepal 
“Plant trees and I think it will stop 
even the Himalayas melting. I think 
trees are an umbrella for the earth.  
I believe that. People learn by doing, 
you do it, show them, then they will 
follow. Just the talking I think people 
don’t trust now.” 

Tashi Dhindu Lama, Chame, 
Manang, Nepal
“What would become of these 
mountains if there is no snow?  
The name ‘Himal’ (mountain) will 
have no meaning if they lose the 
snow. If these mountains have no 

snow cover then their very essence 
will be lost. We will be heartbroken 
if such things happen.” 
   
Angela Hofmann, Sekem, Egypt
“The Sekem farm started 30 years 
ago, when between Cairo and this 
place there was just desert, there 
wasn’t anything. The beginning was 
the vision of one man. Dr Ibrahim 
Aboulesh started to dig wells and 
planted trees and made fields, and 
around the fields he planted trees 
to create a micro-climate for all life 
which will follow… life as plants, as 
animals, insects, people.”

Piero Alberti, Poggio di Camporbiano, 
Tuscany, Italy
“The whole balance of the farm is 
gained through the high variety of 
crops and animals. This diversity is 
very important for the stability of the 
farm, to get at least one harvest. It 
gives economic security, a balanced 
farm ecosystem and healthy soil. 
This kind of farming system could 
be a positive solution for public 
administration and society.”


